
WAC 284-43-1140  Duration, notice requirements and effective 
dates of coverage for individual market special enrollment periods. 
(1) Special enrollment periods must not be shorter than sixty days 
from the date of the qualifying event.

(2) The effective date of coverage for those enrolling in an in-
dividual health plan through a special enrollment period is the first 
date of the next month after the premium is received by the issuer, 
unless one of the following exceptions applies:

(a) For those enrolling after the fifteenth of the month, the is-
suer must begin coverage not later than the first date of the second 
month after the application is received. Issuers may establish an ear-
lier effective date at their discretion;

(b) For special enrollment of newborn, adopted or placed for 
adoption children, the date of birth, date of adoption or date of 
placement for adoption, as applicable, becomes the first effective 
date of coverage. The same requirement applies to foster children or 
children placed for foster care on qualified health plans;

(c) For special enrollment based on marriage or the beginning of 
a domestic partnership, and for special enrollment based on loss of 
minimum essential coverage, coverage must begin on the first day of 
the next month.

(3) For individual plans offered either on or off the health ben-
efit exchange, an issuer must include detailed information about spe-
cial enrollment options and rights in its health plan documents provi-
ded pursuant to WAC 284-43-5130, and in the policy, contract or cer-
tificate of coverage provided to an employer, plan sponsor or enroll-
ee. The notice must be substantially similar to the model notice pro-
vided by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 48.02.060, 48.18.120(2), 48.20.450, 
48.44.050, and 48.46.200. WSR 17-01-145 (Matter No. R 2016-21), § 
284-43-1140, filed 12/20/16, effective 1/20/17. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 48.02.060. WSR 16-14-106 (Matter No. R 2016-11), § 284-43-1140, 
filed 7/6/16, effective 8/6/16. WSR 16-01-081, recodified as § 
284-43-1140, filed 12/14/15, effective 12/14/15. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 48.02.060, 48.18.120(2), 48.20.450, 48.43.0211, 48.43.720(3), 
48.44.050, 48.46.200, 45 C.F.R. §§ 147.104, 147.106, 155.420, and 
155.725. WSR 14-01-042 (Matter No. R 2013-02), § 284-170-435, filed 
12/11/13, effective 1/1/14.]
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